MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN
NATIONAL INNOVATION FOUNDATION (NIF), GANDHINAGAR
AND
UNIVERISTY OF KASHMIR (KU), HAZRATBAL, SRINAGAR

This memorandum of understanding (hereinafter referred as "MOU") entered into and

executed on 6th day of October 2021 between

1. PARTIES

NATIONAL INNOVATION FOUNDATION-INDIA (NIF), a society registered in
the year 2000 under the Societies Registrations Act, 1860 and a trust registered in the
year 2000, under the Bombay Public Trusts Act, 1950 and an autonomous body under
the Department of Science and Technology, having its office at Amrapur, Gandhinagar-
Mahudi Road, Gandhinagar-382650, Gujarat, India (hereinafter called as the "NIF"
which expression shall, unless repugnant to the subject or context thereof, include its
successors and assigns of the FIRST PART. It is India's national initiative to strengthen
the grassroots technological innovations and outstanding traditional knowledge. Its
mission is to help India become a creative and knowledge-based society by expanding

policy and institutional space for grassroots technological innovators.

AND

The University of Kashmir, established in 1969 by an Act of the Jammu & Kashmir
State Legislature, and situated at the banks of World famous Dal Lake, Hazratbal in
Srinagar, offers academic and professional programmes in all the major disciplines of
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2. BACKGROUND

NI is a registered society with the mission to make India innovative and a global leader

v ’ i T s, ne e a1c
i sustainable technologics by building upon the genius ol grassroots technological

mnovators and outstanding traditional - knowledge holders.

NIF experience  has
sufliciently proved that there are large

numbers of people in the country who have
capacity not only 1o identify a technological problem at local level but also to solve it.
Around this indigenous knowledge system. NIT adds value to the grassroots innovation

and outstanding traditional knowledge. helping in the process to gencrate new models
of poverty alleviation. rural development. employment generation

and conservation of
natural recourses. This is achieved by gene

ration of higher incomes for the innovators/
communities. improving efficiency of production in farm and non-farm sectors without
impairing the ecological balance and environment quality.

T'he University of Kashmir (KU) is committed to provide an intellectually stimulating
environment for productive learning to enhance the educational, economic, scientific,
business and cultural environment of the region. The University offers programmes in
all the major faculties; Arts, Business & Management Studies. Education, Law, Applied
Sciences & Technology. Biological Sciences, Physical & Material Sciences. Social
Sciences, Medicine. Dentistry. Engineering, Oriental Learning and Music & Fine Arts.

It has been constantly introducing innovative/ new programmes to cater to the needs and
demands of the students and the society.

Whereas, with an objective of providing institutional support in scouting, spawning.
sustaining and scaling up grassroots green innovations as well as outstanding traditional
knowledge and helping their transition to self-supporting activities, NIF is setting up
NIF Cell in various parts of countries in association with like-minded institutions and
network people. NIF is working with University of Kashmir since 2008-09 and carried

out result oriented activities in the area of scouting, validating, valuc adding and
promoting grassroots innovation in Jammu and Kashmir region.

In consideration of aforesaid premises, in order to expand the activities manifold and
also to provide a platform through formal understanding in the Union Territories of J&K
and Ladakh, both the parties agree to sign this MoU to facilitate the functioning of a NIF

Cell (J&K) at the University of Kashmir, Hazratbal. The areas of understanding and the
terms and conditions are as follow.
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Fo extend technical and financial assistance o innovative  farmers,
mechanies, school students and others at the grassroots level for their idear,
about new and wntried or closely held technology, innovative products

based on traditional knowledge or contemporary innovations. processes

and servicees,

To provide technical, financial and infrastructure support during the

rescarch, development and prototyping and patenting stage of - the
imnovations,

To workout programmes and modalities for engaging students of the

University and elsewhere in scouting and documentation. and value

addition activities on both short and long term basis.

lo provide guidance and support regarding procurements. costing.

accounting and legal, financial and other related expert advice to the
arassroots innovators.

To link innovators with technological, scientific and managerial experts
through jointly defined research programmes, exhibitions, training and

lateral learning workshops etc. for augmenting innovations.

To assist in the protection of IPRs of innovators and traditional knowledge

holder, jointly with collaborative researchers and others, or alone in the
name of innovator with the help of NIF

To mobilise financial, technological or other resources for augmenting

innovation at grassroots from various agencies within and outside the
country in public and private sector.

To collaborate, associate with and/or to secure participation from other
institutions, investors, entrepreneurs and social movements and their

members, organisations, bodies or individuals for pursuing activities of



NI Cell () & K) thus developing a Knowledge Network for augmenting

grassroots imnovations, in consultation with NI

lo collaborate and further efforts in the arcas ol aintersection o ST
(Science. Technolopy and  Innovation).  public policy and. creative
communities and individual innovators  from - mformal sector and

traditional knowledge holders.

4. AREAS OF CO-OPERATION AND ACTIVITIES

4.1

43

4.4

4.5

Scouting of grassrools innovations (as per the mandate and criteria of NIF) and
outstanding traditional knowledge practices and provide handholding support
lo grassroots innovators in converting their innovations into viable products

and feasible enterprises.

Building linkages between excellence in formal scientific systems and
informal knowledge systems and create a knowledge network to link various

stakeholders through application of information technology and other means.

Facilitating the interaction of grassroots innovators with the students. faculty.
researchers or trainees at KU to give them a view of creativity and innovation
from grassroots perspective and involve them in the activities of scouting and

promoting green grassroots innovations and traditional knowledge practices.

NIF Cell (J&K) will encourage students and faculty members of the University
of Kashmir and those of other local institutions to take practical interest in the
activities of NIF Cell (J&K) by exposing them to the innovations taking place
at the grassroots level in the informal sector. Interested students will take up
and contribute effectively to select grassroots innovations as per their
classroom projects or in term breaks through voluntary projects or through

post-graduate thesis.

It is desirable that innovators are kept informed about the progress of their work

periodically.




L6 Implementation of various pro

prammessschemes of N and any othe
clivities assigned by NI time to time and puided by Steering Connmitiee o

defined in clause § "

3. GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE OF NIF CELL (J & K) :

S0 The NI Cell &K will be located at Institute ol Fechnology. Zakura
Campus, University of Kashmir, Srinagar.

3.2 The activities of NIV Cell (J&K) shall be guided by a Steering Committce
headed by Prol. Gowher Bashir Vakil ,In-charge NIF cell 1&k and consisting
of not less than five members. The Steering committee shall have the right to
co-opt additional members and will consist of;

\ Sr. 71 Name ‘Designation
[t [Prof. Gowher Bashir Vakil, | Convener - Steering
\ !Direclor. Institute of Technology, | Committee
. Kashmir University
J (NIF —_ligshmir University) -P‘ _____
2 ‘ Dr. Aijaz Ahmed - l Member
| | Deptt. of Chemistry, KU | J
F Dr. Shazia Manzoor Member "
Deptt. Of MSW KU '
ra Prof. Tasleema Jan, ‘ Member |
HOD Department of Education, KU |
5 | Shri Mahesh Patel, National | Member _‘
Innovation Coordinator, NIF l.
\G_anovator’ s representative “m:mber _‘“j
53

Any individual(s) or expert(s), who can contribute to the growth of the

grassroots innovation movement in the state, may be invited as special
invitee(s), if required.
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the Steering Committee will guide and supervise the overall activities of NIT
Cell (J&K)), appoint the convener and provide the policy framework support.
Itwill also constitute a pancl ol experts from different relevant arcas wherever
required. The Steering Committee shall have and excrcise, mainly through
delegation 1o the In-Charge, NIF Cell (J&K) and Steering Committee
Convener and/ or any other office bearer, all the powers necessary Lo carry out

the management of NI Cell (J&K).

)
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the Steering Committee shall meet at least once in six months to review the
progress of various aclivities undertaken by NIF Cell (J & K). NIF members
or their nominees may participate either in person or through tele/ video
conference. The committee shall transact such business as they deem it and
also such business that the person in charge of activities of NIF Cell (J&K)
may place before the committee. The chairperson, or in his absence. NIF
Nominee, or in the event of absence of two of them, the member as decided to

chair the meeting(s) shall convene all meetings of the committee at such time
and place as he/she may deem fit.
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Each activity pursued through NIF Cell (J&K) shall be as per the mandate, and
rules of NIF. Activities pertaining to an innovation and traditional knowledge
practices will be governed by PIC (Prior Informed Consent) of the innovator
or the traditional knowledge holder (of which all the legal responsibility will

rest on NIF. KU will have no liability on this account, if it does not violate the

terms and conditions mentioned in the PIC.)

6. RESPONSIBILITIES OF NIF:

6.1 NIF has provided and will continue to fulfil the necessary requirements of
staffing at J&K Cell and financial requirements related to fieldwork, approved
projects, etc. NIF will continue to own all the assets provided to its deputed
staff at the NIF Cell J&K, similar to what is practiced in all other offices too.

6.2

NIF will provide project-based support to the NIF Cell (J&K). The cell will
submit the project proposals to NIF, which will be processed as per the rules

of NIF and sanction, if any, will be intimated.

I



0.3 Wherever financial {1 :
Aherliransactions are involved, NI Cell (1& K) will follow same

ales and repulat; : :
_ tulations being practiced (travel. procurement, cte.) at NI
mcluding Genernd 154 ;
cluding General Financial Rules (GIR) 2017
04 Tomee ic ofl;
et ihe basie i - : ,
¢ basic offiee expense, ollice stall can draw advance in his/her name

tor general oflice o ‘
teneral office expenses and settle it on a monthly basis

Any major purchase it : .
N o purchase, if required, shall be done from the N1 headguarters only
Fov the purchases tor items of regular olfice use, the stall at NI Cell (1&K)

shadl e Brocevees ne . - . A
shatl follow the processes as followed in NIF with prior pernission

. RESPOSNISBILITIES OF KU
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To facilitate the objeetives of the NIF Cell (J&K). KU will provide a permanent
oftice at 107, Zakura Campus with access Lo common facilities, necessary
nfrastructure support, access o internet facilities. workshops with necessary
fixtures and equipment, and other resources at no cost to NIF Cell (J&K) to

carry out the activities ol Cell.

7.2 1t will be the responsibility of the NIF Cell J&K staff to take care of all assets
and optimally utilize the support extended by the 10T as well as NIF. [oT may
also extend its equipment facility to innovators / technical staff at J&K cell to
serve genuine purposes like prototyping or refining innovations. This may be
considered purely on merit and on a case to case basis. An effort shall be made
to support innovations from J & K and useful for J&K.

7.3 KU will contribute towards the resources, management, and administration of
the NIF Cell. 10T/KU’s field research, laboratories, workshop facilities. its
technical expertise as well as its resource centre etc., will be made available
for innovatars referred by NIF or others working on the project from time to
time after proper authorization of In-charge, NIF Cell (J&K)

74 A synergy between NIF and Centre for Innovation, Incubation and Enterprise
(CIIE) at the Institute of Technology at Zakura Campus of Kashmir University
CIIE seems very natural, is very evident and possibilities may be explored
further to undertake activities of mutual interest. However, so as to avoid a

possible duplication of efforts, and build a robust relationship, we shall
envisage a judicious use of resources at all times, and below may be important

considerations going forward on either side.
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74.1

Mandate of NI i .
datle ol NIF is 1o support erassroots innovators and it can
collaborate with CHE-KU to undertake joint activities like orgamizin:

workshops and capacity building programs. innovation-centric shill

development programs involving grassroots innovations.

Individual proposals for such programs may be developed clearly
mentioning the abligation ol cach party. particularly those involving
financial commitments (il any). further to be discussed and finalised on
merit of the case. lnnovators may be invited to other programs ol CII

AS IFeSOUree persons.

743 Lor post product development incubation related activities like trials /
test marketing, market research and further business development
activities, NIF and CIIE-KU may consider a joint incubation model. In
a project mode, on a casc 1o case basis. a formal understanding based
on the proposal (having details of activities with a business plan and
benefit-sharing arrangement of all the stakeholders) shall be worked

out on a case to case basis for taking the innovation forward).

744 CIE-KU may communicate to NIF about its decision to support /
incubate any innovator scouted by NIF retrospectively (for cases
already done) and also those who may wish to obtain support from CIIE
or CIIE may desire to support it in future. This will keep engagements
transparent and act as a confidence building measure between both the

institutes and thereby strengthening the partnerships.

74.5 NIF and CIIE-KU shall duly acknowledge the support of each other in

all cases of joint incubation or activities undertaken together.

8. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS

8.1 In general, the protection of IPRs of the innovators will be facilitated by NIF

and will be protected in the name of the innovator or traditional knowledge
providers.
8.2 However. in cases of substantial value addition and improvement to the

innovations made by KU students and faculty, while converting it into a
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for addi i
r adding value are shared.

9. PUBLICATIONS

The parties will cons y .
l s will consult cach other for any publication in respect of the innovation®
and the wor i . i s :

vork thercon. No results out of the activities of NIF Cell (J & K) will be

aublished wi S g Kl ; . \ .
published without written consent of NIFF in view ol the IPR 1ssues involved in the

matter. In omtione P
watter. In all publications (papers. reports etc.). it will be duly acknowledged that the

work has been carried out by Innovator (as a first author) and student. facultics ol KU

and partnership with the NIF. Due recognition. credit and mention will be given to the

innovator as first author. In the findings of any research pursued as a technology will

be shared periodically with the innovators. say in every three months. in local language

and in an easily understandable manner directly or through the existing network

publication.

10. AMENDMENTS

No amendment or modification of this asreement shall be valid unless the same is made

ir authorised representatives and spec
1e modifications/changes shall be

in writing by both the parties or the ifically stating

the same to be an amendment of this agreement. Tl

effective from the date on which they are made / exccuted. unless otherwise agreed to

11. SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

Any difference or dispute between the Parties con
ation of any of the provisions of this MOU shall first be

cerning the interpretation and/or

implementation and/or applic

settled amicably through mutual consultation and/or negotiations between the Parties.

12. NOTICES

Every notice, reque
pursuant to this MOU shall be in writing and delivered personally or sent by registered
y e-mail (which shall be

st or any other communication required or permitted to be given

or certified post or via air mail or via courier or facsimile or b

acknowledged by the other Party) to the Parties at their address.

LT



D_.E_Nl}{\ INTO FORCE, DURATION AND TERMINATION

3.0 This MOU
o : shall come S atsii -
. me nto foree on the date ol its signature
132 This MOU .
Pk 51 shall vemain i efteef for 1 :
I vemain in effeet tor Five years from the date ol s signing or
until terminate i e ot ol o o .
minated by cithe party with six months” written notice This agreemen
mav be extended Tor o fin : i ;
ay be extended for a further period as may be agreed in writing by bath
Parties,
13.3

3 This MOU shall be governed and construed in accordance with the laws ol

India and disputes if any shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the Courts of

Ahmedabad. India.

134 This MOU shall be governed in accordance with the substantive laws of India.

14. SEVERABILITY

14.1 The parties agree that if any part, term. or provision of this MOU shall be found
illegal or in conflict with any valid controlling law, the validity of the

remaining provisions shall not be affected thereby.

14.2 In the event the legality of any provision of this MOU is brought into question
because of a decision by a court of competent jurisdiction first part, by written
notice to second part and vice versa, may revisc the provision in question or

delete it entirely so as to comply with the decision of said court.

15. CONFIDENTIALITY

.. A  —

Both the parties will maintain the confidentiality of all the information shared with
each other and results and outcome of the joint projects. Researchers and Faculties will

be bound with Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA).

16. GOVERNING LAW AND JURISDICTION
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this agreement.

17. ARBITRATION

10 any dis :
v dispute arises betwee . oo .
| wises between the parties in connection with the interpretation of

implementation of this agree _

[ ation of this agreement. or any clause of this agreement. the partics shall

endeavour oftle suc * : i i
avour 1o settle such dispute amicably. In case ol failure by the parties 10 resolve

l dis 1 5 v 10 O T . i
he dispute in the manne sel out above within 60 (Sixty) days from the date when the

dispute arose. the dispute shall be referred to arbitration of a sole arbitrator. The place
of arbitration shall be at Ahmadabad. The arbitration proceeding shall be governed by

the Arbitration And Conciliation Act, 1996 as may be amended and modified from

{ime to time.

In witness whereof, the undersigned. being duly authorised by their respective organisations.

sign this agreement on the date as above-written.

Parties
(For and on behalf of KU)

(For and on behalf ol

Signature Signature
Name: Dr. Vipin Kuma 5 Dr. Nisar Alg#tad Mir
Designation: Director Designation: Registrar
National Innovation Foundation- India University of Kashmir, Srinagar

Witnesses: Witnesses:
Signaturc Signature

Name: Mahesh Patel Name: prof Gowher Bashir Vakil
Designation: Seientist - G. NIF Designation: Director, 10T, Zakura. KU
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